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ABG, tobacco

firms settle
libel suits

By Alan Bash and Doug Levy
USA TODAY

Clgarette makers Philip
Morris and B.J. Reynolds Mon-
day dropped Jibel sults tataling
more than $10 billlon 2eains]
ARC after it aired on apology
for a story on smoking.

In a repont on ity eveniog
news prograim and an apology
during Monday MNight Fool-
bull, ABC sald & Fabruary 194
Day One story wae wrong 1o
sav tohaccn Airms “ada signifi-
cant amounis of nicotine froin
outside sources” to el

But ABC stands by the
chivge clgarelte makers ma-
nipulaie nicotine ievels tw hook
smokers, regardiess of where
the nicoting conies from.

Both companies deny “spik-
ing” cigarettes with nicotine.

ABC will pay (he firms’ lapal  But the Food and Dmg Ad-
fees -— tens of millione of dol- minsiration sald s owm inves-
lars — under the seitlement.  Hgatlon shows manufacturers

“It sounds Lke (ABC) capihe “actively control the amouwnl
laied," said Evereite Damnis of and rate at which pieotine ... 5
the Freedom Foruin, a medie delivered to congumers.”
advorscy group. “H oy have  That Anding 18 central to the
muih (o do with cleaning up lit- FDA's effort 10 regulate nico-
lgatlon™ before ABCs pending tine in tobauco a5 a diug,
merger with Walt Dhsney Ca. While =pme at ARC ’E‘i'ﬂ].;g

oh ji4p- srumbting, the network s=a
bacoo oy Jmkorvicwed om 1 pieased with he sefllement
Day One, Monday seid ABC 2dl has lotgterm coltracts
“whg atraid of going to trial be WIth the reporter and producer
fore & protobaceo fudge and o who worked on the story,
1ocal Richmosd, Va, jury.” ABC will apoiogize aain on

Phitip Morrie' Charles Wal Day One Thursday night
sajd “the ‘splhing’ cherge is
oW behind os."



